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cunnitig steal his Eastern trade and his shipping.
He finds it to his benefit, and for his safety, to
ally himself with a pagan nation in the East, the
Japanese; with an utterly unsympathetic nation,
the French, and a still less sympathetic nation,
the Russians, in Europe. His attitude toward
America in 1860-5, when Punch ridiculed Lin-
coln, and the press generally lamented such an
early death for the republic across the water, has
changed somewhat in its open expression, but
very little in spirit. But these things mean
nothing to the average Englishman. He has a
hazy notion that either he is not as rich as he
once was, or that other nations have grown to be
respectable rivals in wealth. He was, I must
admit, rather stunned by the South African war,
when an inconspicuous settlement of Dutchmen
cost him twenty-five thousand lives, and $1,250,-
000,000 in gold, before he conquered them. He
was stunned because this was something he could
"understand readily. A fellow who can knock him
down is the kind of fellow he can appreciate.
These other, more subtle threads, in the shuttle
of the civilisation and progress of nations, he only
faintly sees, and dimly understands.

This is, after all, a fine fellow I have been de-
scribing, but it is evident that he has his defects
and hm weaknesses, Ireland seems to be the hot